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SUGGESTIVE LINGUISTIC DEVICES FOR WORLD 

CREATION IN MIDDLE ENGLISH RELIGIOUS 

DISCOURSE 
 

Тарасюк Анна Миколаївна 
Старший викладач 

Білоцерківський національний аграрний університет 

 

Life is one of the most complex phenomena of nature. Since ancient times, it has 

been perceived as something mysterious and unknowable, that is why there has always 

been a sharp struggle between materialists and idealists over the questions of its origin. 

Some supporters of idealistic views consider life to be a spiritual, immaterial beginning 

that arose as a result of divine creation [3]. 

According to the creationist religious concept that ancient roots, everything that 

exists in the universe, including life, was created by a single Power - the Creator, as a 

result of a few acts of supernatural creation in the past. [17]. 

The traditional Judeo-Christian vision of the world creation, set forth in the Book 

of Genesis, caused and continues to expand. However, the contradictions found in the 

texts do not make the concept of creation any less popular. Religion, considering the 

question of the origin of life, seeks an answer mainly to the question “what is the 

purpose?”, and not to the question “in what way?”. If science makes extensive use of 

observation and experiment in the search for truth, then theology seeks to understand 

the truth through supernatural insight and faith. Therefore, creationism is 

fundamentally unscientific, and attempts to compare it with scientific hypotheses are 

methodologically incorrect. [17]. 

The process of divine world creation is presented as an act that took place only 

once, and therefore is not accessible to observation. In connection with this concept of 

creation can neither be unequivocally proven nor disproved and exists in order with the 

scientific hypotheses of the origin of life. At the same time, a more detailed reading of 

religious myths about Creation requires leaving unexplained a huge number of 

biologically observed interrelationships and regularities. Therefore, even among 

believing scientists, the absolute majority believes that the Book of Genesis should be 

perceived allegorically [5]. 

We believe that the biblical hypothesis of the creation of the world is suggestive 

and in no way manipulative, but to some extent it is receptive to believe in wonder and 

miracle about the creation of the universe. The suggestion that before the creation of 

the planet the Earth is created with the help of the repetition of the conjunction “and” 

(example (1), (2), (3)), the imperative mood “Let there be” (example (2), (3)) and 

personified metaphors ( example (1)) “the face of the deep” and “the face of the 

waters”. For example: 

(1) In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without 

form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 

upon the face of the waters. [Genesis 1:1-2] 
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(2) And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, 

that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first 

day.[Genesis 1:3-5] 

(3) And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 

divide the waters from the waters [Genesis 1:6]. 

Suggestion for the creation of water, animals, plants, heavenly bodies, days, years, 

and different seasons are created with the help of the repetition of the conjunction 

“and” (examples (4), (5), (6)), the imperative form “Let” (examples (5), (6)) and 

emphatic constructions that are combined with the conjunctions “whose” and “that” 

(examples (4), (5)). For example: 

(4) And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of 

the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good [Genesis 1:6]. 

(5) And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and 

the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it 

was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and 

the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it 

was good [Genesis 1:11-12]. 

(6) And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide 

the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and 

years [Genesis 1:11-12]. 

The suggestion regarding the creation of a person in religious discourse is 

reproduced with the help of hyperbole (examples (8), (9)), inversion “created he”, 

“made he” (examples (7), (8)), repetition of the conjunction “and” (examples ). (8), 

(9)) and emphatic construction, which is combined with the conjunction “which” 

(example (8)). For example: 

(7) So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; 

male and female created he them. [Genesis 1:27] 

(8) And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and 

he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof… And the rib, which 

the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the 

man. [Genesis 2:21-22] 

(9) And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. [Genesis 2:7] 

We believe that the biblical hypothesis of the creation of the world is suggestive 

and in no way manipulative, but to a certain extent it evokes receptive belief. 
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