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The use of authentic materials in the study of a foreign language for philology 

students opens up a number of unique opportunities, as it allows not only to master the 

language, but also to gain additional knowledge in the field and familiarity with foreign 

culture. Unlike printed authentic material on a certain topic, which, of course, can have 

high informative, educational and cognitive value, audio and video, in addition to 

content, also contains visual information. Audiovisual series allows students to better 

understand both factual information and linguistic features of language in a particular 

context, since visual support of the sound series in a foreign language contributes to a 

deeper and more accurate understanding of the meaning and development of phonemic 

and auditory abilities of students. The use of authentic materials activates the attention 

and memory of students, expands their horizons, improves communication skills in a 

foreign language. 

In the conditions of modern education, the question of creating a single 

standardized database of authentic materials is not solved, so the teacher may not 

adhere to the basic requirements for the selection of the latter and emphasize his own 

subjective preferences. So, the purpose of the article is to determine the features of the 

use of authentic materials for philology students in English classes. 

Authentic materials are materials created by native speakers for non-native 

speakers for non-educational purposes. Of course, the authentic text is distinguished 

by its informative nature, especially when it comes to texts of country studies, linguistic 

country studies topics. In such texts, specific vocabulary is often found, causing 

students special difficulties. Moreover, the study of linguistic and regional texts covers 

the process of learning a foreign language and the process of transmitting information 

about the country whose language is being studied [1]. 

After analyzing the scientific and methodological literature on the topic of the 

study, the following criteria for the selection of authentic texts for teaching listening in 

a foreign language were identified: 

- situational, that is, compliance with typical communicative situations determined 

by the program in accordance with the age and individual characteristics of students; 

- cognitive value, i.e. information (content) validity; 

- linguistic value, i.e. communicative-semantic integrity, content and structural 

unity, completeness; 

- the presence of socio-cultural and national knowledge in the text; 

- compliance with the requirements and norms of literary pronunciation; 

- emotional saturation of the text; 

- illustrative, that is, the ability to illustrate the text [2]. 
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One of the most popular and common variants of authentic audio recordings are 

podcasts. It is worth noting the following possibilities of using podcasts for learning a 

foreign language, highlighting among them: expanding the boundaries of the initial 

environment, the ability to solve the problems of communication and intercultural 

interaction through the distribution and exchange of podcast files via the Internet, 

reducing the level of psychological difficulties and overcoming the language barrier, 

the presence of additional language practice. 

The last criterion for selecting audio texts for the formation of English-speaking 

competence in the process of independent work is the criterion for the duration of the 

audio text sound. So, for a detailed understanding, the recommended duration of the 

tests is no more than 2 minutes at the initial stage, and for video materials 6-7 minutes 

is the optimal time for perception without significant loss of information. 

Work with authentic materials includes the preparatory stage, the stage of direct 

work with (text) material, the discussion stage and the creative stage. 

Introducing students to more new words can lead to regression, not progress. One 

way to overcome this problem is to introduce new vocabulary along with vocabulary 

that students already know. Using authentic materials, the teacher must have in mind a 

specific goal. For example, R. Senior believes that it is necessary to have a clear 

pedagogical goal: what exactly students should learn using such materials [3]. 

In order for authentic material to be used effectively, the teacher must learn to select 

and adapt it according to the goals of learning. To achieve the effective use of authentic 

video material in a foreign language class, a number of certain conditions must be 

observed [4]: 

- the content of the video should correspond to the subject of the curriculum in the 

discipline, the subject of the lesson, the interests of the target audience and the level of 

knowledge of students; 

- video material should be used and shown at a pre-planned and appropriate 

moment of occupation; 

- the video segment should provide students with the opportunity to develop 

linguistic, communicative, sociocultural competence; 

- the video text should be accompanied by a clear instruction of the teacher aimed 

at solving a certain educational task, understandable to students and justified by the 

logic of the lesson; 

- the video frame should not be too long. 

The active use of authentic materials in English classes contributes to the activation 

of cognitive activity, forms the skills of independent work, develops the competence 

of speech and creative activity of students. 
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